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The emergence of Russian classical music in the nineteenth century in the wake of Mikhail Glinka comprises
one of the most remarkable and fascinating storiesin all musical history. The five men who came together in
the Russian capital of St. Petersburg in the 1860s, all composers of talent, some of genius, would be—in
spite of avirtual lack of technical training—responsible for some of the greatest and best-loved music ever
written. How this happened is the subject of Stephen Walsh's brilliant compoasite portrait of the group known
in the West as the Five, and in Russia as moguchaya kuchka—the Mighty Little Heap. Friends, competitors,
and creative intellectuals whose ambitions and ideas reflect the ferment of their times, Mily Balakirev, César
Cui, Alexander Borodin, Nikolay Rimsky-K orsakov, and—most important of all—Modest Musorgsky, come
wonderfully to lifein this extended account.

The detail is engrossing. We see Boradin composing music while conducting research in chemistry (“he
would jump up and run back to the laboratory to make sure nothing had burnt out or boiled over there,
meanwhile filling the corridor with improbable sequences of ninths or sevenths’); Balakirev tutoring
Musorgsky (“Balakirev could not remedy the defects in his pupil’ s character, but he could confront him with
works of genius’); Cui doggedly producing operas during breaks from his career as a military fortifications
instructor. Musorgsky asserts his independence, moving from writing songs and the showpiece Night on
Bald Mountain to the magnificent Boris Godunov, meanwhile struggling against poverty and depression. In
the background such important figures as Vissarion Belinsky and Nikolay Chernishevsky shape the cultural
milieu, while the godfather of the kuchka, critic and scholar Vladimir Stasov, is seen offering sometimes
combative support.

As an experienced and widely skilled musical scholar and biographer (his two-volume life of Stravinsky has
been called “ one of the best books ever written about a musician™), Stephen Walsh is exceptionally
wellplaced to tell this story. He does so with deep understanding and panache, making Musorgksy and His
Circle both important and a delight to read.
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From reader reviews:
Nor man Williams:

This Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will
get. Thiskind of Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Musorgsky and His
Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even phone. This Musorgsky and
His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Gambino:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each datathey get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian
Musical Adventure book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Myrtle Hamer:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Alexander Pridmore;

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is named of book Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure. Y ou can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It ismost essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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