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Diakonia has been a key word for over forty years in talk about church and ministry and about the church in
relation to the world. The word is used today to denote ministry as service to one's fellow beings, and figures
prominently in theological writings and church declarations. It underlies the frequent claims that the ordained
ministry has become elitist and exclusive. In this groundbreaking study, Collins shows that the current uses
of the word arose from erroneous dictionary meanings propagated since the 1930s. He surveys one thousand
years of ancient Greek literature, inscriptions, and papyri to provide new insight into what early Christians
meant when they wrote about diakonia. Collins carefully rewrites the lexicon from ancient sources for the
purpose of reinterpreting the earliest Christian sources on ministry. The results will challenge theologians
and ecumenists to rethink the idea of ministry, to restructure attempts at renewal of the diaconate, and to
redraw the profile of "the servant church."
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources as the daily resource information.

Randy Johnson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient
Sources, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Joyce Coolidge:

Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Diakonia:
Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

Mary Grubb:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Diakonia: Re-interpreting the
Ancient Sources guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Diakonia: Re-
interpreting the Ancient Sources as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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