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Desertion during the Civil War, originally published in 1928, remains the only book-length treatment of its
subject. Ella Lonn examines the causes and consequences of desertion from both the Northern and Southern
armies. Drawing on official war records, she notes that one in seven enlisted Union soldiers and one in nine
Confederate soldiers deserted.

Lonn discusses many reasons for desertion common to both armies, among them lack of such necessities as
food, clothing, and equipment; weariness and discouragement; non-commitment and resentment of coercion;
and worry about loved ones at home. Some Confederate deserters turned outlaw, joining ruffian bands in the
South. Peculiar to the North was the evil of bounty-jumping. Captured deserters generally were not shot or
hanged because manpower was so precious. Moving beyond means of dealing with absconders, Lonn
considers the effects of their action. Absenteeism from the ranks cost the North victories and prolonged the
war even as the South was increasingly hurt by defections. This book makes vivid a human phenomenon
produced by a tragic time.-Print ed.
“[The book is] better calculated to convey a sense of the sickening realities of the Civil War than many
volumes of military history.”—American Historical Review
“An excellent piece of historical research.”—Journal of Negro History
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Desertion During The Civil War it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

Jennifer Fields:

The book untitled Desertion During The Civil War contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new
period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Nathan Osborne:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Desertion During The Civil War
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Catherine Graziani:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Desertion During The Civil War can make you sense more interested to read.
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