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Digital technologies are spreading rapidly, but digital dividends—the broader benefits of faster growth, more
jobs, and better services—are not. If more than 40 percent of adults in East Africa pay their utility bills using
a mobile phone, why can’t others around the world do the same? If 8 million entrepreneurs in China—one
third of them women—can use an e-commerce platform to export goods to 120 countries, why can’t
entrepreneurs elsewhere achieve the same global reach? And if India can provide unique digital
identification to 1 billion people in five years, and thereby reduce corruption by billions of dollars, why can’t
other countries replicate its success? Indeed, what’s holding back countries from realizing the profound and
transformational effects that digital technologies are supposed to deliver?

Two main reasons. First, nearly 60 percent of the world’s population are still offline and can’t participate in
the digital economy in any meaningful way. Second, and more important, the benefits of digital technologies
can be offset by growing risks. Startups can disrupt incumbents, but not when vested interests and regulatory
uncertainty obstruct competition and the entry of new firms. Employment opportunities may be greater, but
not when the labor market is polarized. The internet can be a platform for universal empowerment, but not
when it becomes a tool for state control and elite capture.

The World Development Report 2016 shows that while the digital revolution has forged ahead, its “analog
complements†?—the regulations that promote entry and competition, the skills that enable workers to access
and then leverage the new economy, and the institutions that are accountable to citizens—have not kept pace.
And when these analog complements to digital investments are absent, the development impact can be
disappointing.

What, then, should countries do? They should formulate digital development strategies that are much broader
than current information and communication technology (ICT) strategies. They should create a policy and
institutional environment for technology that fosters the greatest benefits. In short, they need to build a
strong analog foundation to deliver digital dividends to everyone, everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Here thing why this particular World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of World Development Report 2016:
Digital Dividends in e-book can be your alternative.

Leigh Weimer:

This book untitled World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Dorothy Penland:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this World Development Report 2016:
Digital Dividends reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation World Development Report 2016:
Digital Dividends as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Jason Davis:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This World Development Report 2016:
Digital Dividends is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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