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"A witty, engaging narrative style....[Robb's] approach is particularly engrossing."—New York Times Book
Review, front-page review.

A narrative of exploration—full of strange landscapes and even stranger inhabitants—that explains the
enduring fascination of France. While Gustave Eiffel was changing the skyline of Paris, large parts of France
were still terra incognita. Even in the age of railways and newspapers, France was a land of ancient tribal
divisions, prehistoric communication networks, and pre-Christian beliefs. French itself was a minority
language.

Graham Robb describes that unknown world in arresting narrative detail. He recounts the epic journeys of
mapmakers, scientists, soldiers, administrators, and intrepid tourists, of itinerant workers, pilgrims, and
herdsmen with their millions of migratory domestic animals. We learn how France was explored, charted,
and colonized, and how the imperial influence of Paris was gradually extended throughout a kingdom of
isolated towns and villages.

The Discovery of France explains how the modern nation came to be and how poorly understood that nation
still is today. Above all, it shows how much of France—past and present—remains to be discovered. A New
York Times Notable Book, Publishers Weekly Best Book, Slate Best Book, and Booklist Editor's Choice.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Discovery of France: A
Historical Geography.

Carlos Terrill:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Discovery of
France: A Historical Geography, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Erin Mohammad:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Charles Collier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Discovery of France: A
Historical Geography.
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