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Like Abigail Adams, Malvina Shanklin Harlan witnessed—and gently influenced—national history from the
unique perspective of a political leader’s wife. Her husband, Supreme Court Justice John Marshall Harlan
(1833–1911), played a central role in some of the most significant civil rights decisions of his era, including
his lone dissenting opinion in Plessy v. Ferguson, the infamous case that endorsed separate but equal
segregation. And for fifty-seven years he was married to a woman who was busy making a mental record of
their eventful lives.

After Justice Harlan’s death in 1911, Malvina wrote Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854–1911, as a
testament to her husband’s accomplishments and to her own. The memoir begins with Malvina, the daughter
of passionate abolitionists, becoming the teenage bride of John Marshall Harlan, whose family owned more
than a dozen slaves. Malvina depicts her life in antebellum Kentucky, and her courageous defense of the
Harlan homestead during the Civil War. She writes of her husband’s ascent in legal circles and his eventual
appointment to the Supreme Court in 1877, where he was the author of opinions that continued to influence
American race relations deep into the twentieth century. Yet Some Memories is more than a wife’s account
of a famous and powerful man. It chronicles the remarkable evolution of a young woman from Indiana who
became a keen observer of both her family’s life and that of her nation.

When Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg began researching the history of the women associated with the Supreme
Court, the Library of Congress sent her Malvina Harlan’s unpublished manuscript. Recalling Abigail
Adams’s order to “remember the ladies,” Justice Ginsburg has guided its long journey from forgotten
document to published book. Some Memories of a Long Life includes a Foreword by Justice Ginsburg, as
well as an Afterword by historian Linda Przybyszewski and an Epilogue of the Harlan legacy by Amelia
Newcomb. According to Library Journal, “This is the sort of book you call a publishing event.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

The book Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Some Memories
of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bonnie Fernandez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Donna Bradford:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern
Library) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Some Memories of a
Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Dwight Roberts:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-
1911 (Modern Library) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the guide Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854-1911 (Modern Library) can to



be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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