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For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, metallic smell -- the "toxic
bouquet" of pollution -- and a mysterious chemical fog that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the
massive Norco Industrial Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and
huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, stinging eyes, allergies, asthma,
and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their
proximity to heavy industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of their
neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was sandwiched between two giant
Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that
Shell relocate them, their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was taking
on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective grassroots organizing, unremitting
fenceline protests, seemingly endless negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the
people of Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate out of harm's way.
In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story.Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such
as the one in Diamond are the new front lines of both the civil rights and the environmental movements, and
Diamond is in many ways a classic environmental-justice story: a minority neighborhood, faced with a
polluting industry in its midst, fights back. But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes
back to the days of slavery. In 1811, Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of the largest
slave rebellion in United States history. Descendants of these slaves were among the participants in the
modern-day Diamond relocation campaign.Steve Lerner talks to the people of Diamond, and lets them tell
their story in their own words. He talks also to the residents of a nearby white neighborhood -- many of
whom work for Shell and have fewer complaints about the plants -- and to environmental activists and Shell
officials. His account of Diamond's 30-year ordeal puts a human face on the struggle for environmental
justice in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

John Buckner:

The book Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and
Industrial Environments) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Diamond: A Struggle for
Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments)? A number of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in
Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brett Baker:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice
in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) book because this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Lise Callicoat:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in
Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? Let us have Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical
Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments).

Virginia Laird:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and
Industrial Environments) when you essential it?
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