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With the Soviet Union’s launch of the first Sputnik satellite in 1957, the Cold War soared to new heights as
Americans feared losing the race into space. The X-15 Rocket Plane tells the enthralling yet little-known
story of the hypersonic X-15, the winged rocket ship that met this challenge and opened the way into human-
controlled spaceflight.

Drawing on interviews with those who were there, Michelle Evans captures the drama and excitement of,
yes, rocket science: how to handle the heat generated at speeds up to Mach 7, how to make a rocket
propulsion system that could throttle, and how to safely reenter the atmosphere from space and make a
precision landing.

This book puts a human face on the feats of science and engineering that went into the X-15 program, many
of them critical to the development of the Space Shuttle. And, finally, it introduces us to the largely unsung
pilots of the X-15. By the time of the Apollo 11 moon landing, thirty-one American astronauts had flown into
space—eight of them astronaut-pilots of the X-15. The X-15 Rocket Plane restores these pioneers, and the
others who made it happen, to their rightful place in the history of spaceflight.

Browse more spaceflight books at upinspace.org.
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

The book The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History
of S) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make looking at a book The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space
(Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like available and read a reserve The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of S). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Terrance Hutchins:

This The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S)
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The X-15 Rocket Plane:
Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The X-15
Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) can bring once
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of S) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gayle Meek:

The reason why? Because this The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of S) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Meghan Drucker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?



Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First
Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The X-15 Rocket Plane:
Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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