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Proteus, the mythical sea god who could alter his appearance at will, embodies one of the promises of online
games: the ability to reinvent oneself. Yet inhabitants of virtual worlds rarely achieve this liberty, game
researcher Nick Yee contends. Though online games evoke freedom and escapism, Yee shows that virtual
spaces perpetuate social norms and stereotypes from the offline world, transform play into labor, and inspire
racial scapegoating and superstitious thinking. And the change that does occur is often out of our control and
effected by unparalleled—but rarely recognized—tools for controlling what players think and how they
behave.
 
Using player surveys, psychological experiments, and in-game data, Yee breaks down misconceptions about
who plays fantasy games and the extent to which the online and offline worlds operate separately. With a
wealth of entertaining and provocative examples, he explains what virtual worlds are about and why they
matter, not only for entertainment but also for business and education. He uses gaming as a lens through
which to examine the pressing question of what it means to be human in a digital world. His thought-
provoking book is an invitation to think more deeply about virtual worlds and what they reveal to us about
ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Watson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book The Proteus Paradox: How Online Games and Virtual
Worlds Change Us-And How They Don't was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Proteus Paradox:
How Online Games and Virtual Worlds Change Us-And How They Don't is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Proteus Paradox: How Online Games and
Virtual Worlds Change Us-And How They Don't. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Robbie Stamant:

This book untitled The Proteus Paradox: How Online Games and Virtual Worlds Change Us-And How They
Don't to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it
through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Douglas Wyss:

The e-book with title The Proteus Paradox: How Online Games and Virtual Worlds Change Us-And How
They Don't includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Johnnie Lewis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Proteus Paradox: How Online Games and Virtual Worlds
Change Us-And How They Don't why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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