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In Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece, John Poulakos offers a new conceptualization of sophistry,
explaining its direction and shape as well as the reasons why Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle found it
objectionable. Poulakos argues that a proper understanding of sophistical rhetoric requires a grasp of three
cultural dynamics of the fifth century B.C.: the logic of circumstances, the ethic of competition, and the
aesthetic of exhibition. Traced to such phenomena as everyday practices, athletic contests, and dramatic
performances, these dynamics set the stage for the role of sophistical rhetoric in Hellenic culture and explain
why sophistry has traditionally been understood as inconsistent, agonistic, and ostentatious.

In his discussion of ancient responses to sophistical rhetoric, Poulakos observes that Plato, Isocrates, and
Aristotle found sophistry morally reprehensible, politically useless, and theoretically incoherent. At the same
time, they produced their own version of rhetoric that advocated ethical integrity, political unification, and
theoretical coherence. Poulakos explains that these responses and alternative versions were motivated by a
search for solutions to such historical problems as moral uncertainty, political instability, and social disorder.
Poulakos concludes that sophistical rhetoric was as necessary in its day as its Platonic, Isocratean, and
Aristotelian counterparts were in theirs.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

The book Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) to become your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Sophistical
Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Trevor Cianciolo:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) book
is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Sophistical Rhetoric in
Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jared Smith:

Precisely why? Because this Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kevin Dobson:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Sophistical Rhetoric in Classical Greece (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in



turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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