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Growing up in a small college town in central Mississippi in the 1930s, Leon C. Standifer knew little of the
trauma of war. But by the time he was nineteen, World War II had made war a reality for him. Standifer
volunteered for and was accepted by a special army program that would send him to college for technical
training; he somtimes hoped and sometimes feared that the war would end before his training did. Events
turned out quite otherwise. A serious shortage of trained riflemen needed for the invasion of Normandy
meant that Standifer and more than one hundred thousand other young men were taken from the program and
sent into battle as combat infantrymen.

Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II looks at American involvement in the war from the
firsthand perspective of this nineteen-year-old soldier. As an infantryman in France and Germany during the
latter part of the war, Standifer experienced the numbing boredom of daily routine and the adrenaline-
pumping excitement of combat. He recalls the anguish of losing friends in battle and the decisive moment
when he slit the throat of an enemy soldier, memories that still haunt him.

But Not in Vain is far more than a conventional soldier's memoir. Although he recounts in vivid detail his
personal experiences, Standifer also makes a far broader inquiry into the forces that turned a sheltered young
man from a religious, small-town background into an effective soldier. Growing up in the Baptist church,
Standifer thought he had learned the differences between good and evil, right and wrong. But after his days
in battle, moral distinctions were no longer as clear.

Not in Vain documents Standifer's lifelong debate with himself over the justification for war by considering
not only his reactions during combat but also the feelings that have remained with him for life. He describes
these intense emotions in his account of a trip taken to Europe many years after the war and of his reunion
with some of the former members of his rifle company. Written in an effort to come to terms with his
involvement in the war, Not in Vain is a probing and timely study of a citizen's dedication to his country.
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

In other case, little people like to read book Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lucille Davis:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Benjamin Deloatch:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World
War II book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Maria Couch:

This Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason of this Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II can be one
of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Not in
Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.
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