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 Ask a scientist about Hollywood, and you’ll probably get eye rolls. But ask someone in Hollywood about
science, and they’ll see dollar signs: moviemakers know that science can be the source of great stories, with
all the drama and action that blockbusters require.

 

That’s a huge mistake, says Randy Olson: Hollywood has a lot to teach scientists about how to tell a
story—and, ultimately, how to do science better. With Houston, We Have a Narrative, he lays out a
stunningly simple method for turning the dull into the dramatic. Drawing on his unique background, which
saw him leave his job as a working scientist to launch a career as a filmmaker, Olson first diagnoses the
problem: When scientists tell us about their work, they pile one moment and one detail atop another moment
and another detail—a stultifying procession of “and, and, and.” What we need instead is an understanding of
the basic elements of story, the narrative structures that our brains are all but hardwired to look for—which
Olson boils down, brilliantly, to “And, But, Therefore,” or ABT. At a stroke, the ABT approach introduces
momentum (“And”), conflict (“But”), and resolution (“Therefore”)—the fundamental building blocks of
story. As Olson has shown by leading countless workshops worldwide, when scientists’ eyes are opened to
ABT, the effect is staggering: suddenly, they’re not just talking about their work—they’re telling stories
about it. And audiences are captivated.

 

Written with an uncommon verve and enthusiasm, and built on principles that are applicable to fields far
beyond science, Houston, We Have a Narrative has the power to transform the way science is understood
and appreciated, and ultimately how it’s done.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Houston,
We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Cindy Moats:

The book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Houston, We
Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Eleanor Bender:

The ability that you get from Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs
Story giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story instantly.

Patricia Oyler:

Beside this particular Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to



miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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