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Judith Sargent Murray (1751-1820), poet, essayist, playwright, and one of the most thoroughgoing advocates
of women's rights in early America, was as well known in her own day as Abigail Adams or Martha
Washington. Her name, though, has virtually disappeared from the public consciousness. Thanks to the
recent discovery of Murray's papers—including some 2,500 personal letters—historian Sheila L. Skemp has
documented the compelling story of this talented and most unusual eighteenth-century woman.

Born in Gloucester, Massachussetts, Murray moved to Boston in 1793 with her second husband, Universalist
minister John Murray. There she became part of the city's literary scene. Two of her plays were performed at
Federal Street Theater, making her the first American woman to have a play produced in Boston. There as
well she wrote and published her magnum opus, The Gleaner, a three-volume "miscellany" that included
poems, essays, and the novel-like story "Margaretta." After 1800, Murray's output diminished and her hopes
for literary renown faded. Suffering from the backlash against women's rights that had begun to permeate
American society, struggling with economic difficulties, and concerned about providing the best possible
education for her daughter, she devoted little time to writing. But while her efforts diminished, they never
ceased.

Murray was determined to transcend the boundaries that limited women of her era and worked tirelessly to
have women granted the same right to the "pursuit of happiness" immortalized in the Declaration of
Independence. She questioned the meaning of gender itself, emphasizing the human qualities men and
women shared, arguing that the apparent distinctions were the consequence of nurture, not nature. Although
she was disappointed in the results of her efforts, Murray nevertheless left a rich intellectual and literary
legacy, in which she challenged the new nation to fulfill its promise of equality to all citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Estes:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle
for Female Independence (Early American Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Lou Bryant:

The book First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early
American Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

Bette Morgan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent
Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female
Independence (Early American Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This
is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Juanita Bey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is actually First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early



American Studies).
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