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A fascinating study of the gemstone industry of Jaipur with special emphasis on its ownership class.

Lawrence A. Babb’s Emerald City provides an intriguing portrait of the gemstone cutting industry of the
North Indian city of Jaipur. It focuses on the ownership class consisting mainly of Jains and members of
northern India’s traditional trading communities. Based on oral-historical investigations of family firms,
along with ethnographic observations and interviews, the book describes how the industry is organized,
when and how it developed its characteristic features, and its evolving relationship with its social context.
Babb pays special attention to the impact of culture on the business, with particular emphasis on the role of
religion, specifically Jainism. He also offers a systematic comparison between Jaipur’s gemstone business
and New York City’s famed diamond industry. In its application of ethnographic methodology to the study
of an indigenous Indian industry, Emerald City delivers a unique perspective on business life in a non-
Western setting.

Lawrence A. Babb is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and Asian Studies at Amherst College. He is the
author of several books, including Alchemies of Violence: Myths of Identity and the Life of Trade in Western
India and (with John E. Cort and Michael W. Meister) Desert Temples: Sacred Centers of Rajasthan in
Historical, Art-Historical, and Social Context.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Emerald
City: The Birth and Evolution of an Indian Gemstone Industry book as starter and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sandy Reid:

This Emerald City: The Birth and Evolution of an Indian Gemstone Industry are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Emerald City: The Birth and Evolution of an
Indian Gemstone Industry can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Emerald City: The Birth and Evolution of an Indian
Gemstone Industry forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Neil Owens:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Emerald City: The Birth and
Evolution of an Indian Gemstone Industry is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Christopher Small:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Emerald City: The Birth and
Evolution of an Indian Gemstone Industry which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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