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J-Rod moves like a small battle tank on the court, his face mean, staring down his opponents. "I play just like
my father," he says. "Before my father died, he was a problem on the court. I'm a problem." Playing
basketball for him fuses past and present, conjuring his father's memory into a force that opponents can feel
in every bone-snapping drive to the basket. On the street every ballplayer has a story. Onaje X. O.
Woodbine, a former streetball player who became an All-Star Ivy Leaguer, brings the sights and sounds,
hopes and dreams of street basketball to life. Big games have a trickster figure and a master of black talk
whose commentary interprets the game for audiences. The beats of hip-hop and reggae make up the
soundtrack, and the ball players are half-men, half-heroes, defying the ghetto's limitations with their flights
to the basket.

Streetball is rhythm and flow, and during its peak moments, the three rings of the asphalt collapse into a
singular band, every head and toe pressed against the sidelines, caught up in the spectacle. Basketball is
popular among young black American men, but not because, as many claim, they are "pushed by poverty" or
"pulled" by white institutions to play it. Black men choose to participate in basketball because of the
transcendent experience of the game. Through interviews with and observations of urban basketball players,
Onaje X. O. Woodbine composes a rare portrait of a passionate, committed, and resilient group of athletes
who use the court to mine what urban life cannot corrupt. If people turn to religion to reimagine their place in
the world, then black streetball players are indeed the adepts of the asphalt.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion, Hip-Hop, and Street
Basketball.

Michelle Huffman:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion,
Hip-Hop, and Street Basketball book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Barbara Figueroa:

The reserve untitled Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion, Hip-Hop, and Street Basketball is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion, Hip-Hop, and Street
Basketball from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Aida Zambrana:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion, Hip-Hop, and Street
Basketball can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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