
The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity,
and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century Western

Nicaragua
Les Field

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00I3YO4R0
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00I3YO4R0
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00I3YO4R0


The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity, and Nation
in Late-Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua

Les Field

The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity, and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century Western
Nicaragua Les Field
In this creative ethnography Les W. Field challenges a post-Sandinista national conception of identity, one
that threatens to constrict the future of subaltern Nicaraguans. Drawing on the works and words of artisans
and artisanas, Indians, and mestizos, Field critiques the national ideology of ethnic homogeneity and
analyzes the new forms of social movement that have distinguished late-twentieth-century Nicaragua. As a
framework for these analytic discussions, Field uses the colonial-era play El Güegüence o Macho Ratón and
the literature relating to it.
Elite appropriations of El Güegüence construe it as an allegory of mestizo national identity in which
mestizaje is defined as the production of a national majority of ethnically bounded non-Indians in active
collaboration with the state. By contrast, Field interprets the play as a parable of cultural history and not a
declaration of cultural identity, a scatological reflection on power and the state, and an evocation of
collective loss and humor broadly associated with the national experience of disempowered social groups.
By engaging with those most intimately involved in the performance of the play—and by including essays
by some of these artisans—Field shows how El Güegüence tells a story about the passing of time, the
absurdity of authority, and the contradictions of coping with inheritances of the past. Refusing essentialist
notions of what it means to be Indian or artisan, Field explains the reemergence of politicized indigenous
identity in western Nicaragua and relates this to the longer history of artisan political organization. Parting
ways with many scholars who associate the notion of mestizaje with identity loss and hegemony, Field
emphasizes its creative,
productive, and insightful meanings. With an emphasis on the particular struggles of women artisans, he
explores the reasons why forms of collective identity have posed various kinds of predicaments for this
marginalized class of western Nicaraguans.
This book will appeal to readers beyond the field of Latin American anthropology, including students and
scholars of literature, intellectual history, women’s studies, and the politics of ethnicity.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity, and Nation in Late-
Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua. Try to stumble through book The Grimace of Macho Ratón:
Artisans, Identity, and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua as your close friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Michael Stein:

In other case, little people like to read book The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity, and Nation in
Late-Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity,
and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Chester Grantham:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans,
Identity, and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century Western Nicaragua is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

James Stevens:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Grimace of Macho Ratón: Artisans, Identity, and Nation in Late-Twentieth-Century
Western Nicaragua when you needed it?
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