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"One of the most important mountaineering books to be written for many years." —Boardman-
Tasker Prize

See this book trailer for Freedom Climbers made by RMB Books, its
publisher in Canada, where the cover is slightly different from the
Mountaineers Books U.S. edition

* Behind the Iron Curtain, Cold War mountaineers found freedom on the world's highest peaks—and paid an
awful price to achieve it

* Winner of the Boardman-Tasker Prize, Banff Grand Prize, and American Alpine Club Literary Award

Freedom Climbers tells the story of Poland's truly remarkable mountaineers who dominated Himalayan
climbing during the period between the end of World War II and the start of the new millennium. The
emphasis here is on their "golden age" in the 1980s and 1990s when, despite the economic and social
baggage of their struggling country, Polish climbers were the first to tackle the world's highest mountains
during winter, including the first winter ascents on seven of the world's fourteen 8000-meter peaks: Everest,
Manaslu, Dhaulagiri, Cho Oyu, Kanchenjunga, Annapurna, and Lhotse. Such successes, however, came at a
serious cost: 80 percent of Poland's finest high-altitude climbers died on the high mountains during the same
period they were pursuing these first ascents.

Award-winning writer Bernadette McDonald addresses the social, political, and cultural context of this
golden age, and the hardships of life under Soviet rule. Polish climbers, she argues, were so tough because



their lives at home were so tough—they lost family members to World War II and its aftermath and were so
much more poverty-stricken than their Western counterparts that they made much of their own climbing
gear. While Freedom Climbers tells the larger story of an era, McDonald shares charismatic personal
narratives such as that of Wanda Rutkiewicz, expected to be the first woman to climb all 8000-meter peaks
until she disappeared on Kanchenjunga in 1992; Jerzy Kukuczka, who died in a fall while attempting the
south face of Lhotse; and numerous other renowned climbers including Voytek Kurtyka, Artur Hajzer,
Andrej Zawaka, and Krzysztof Wielicki.

This is a fascinating window into a different world, far-removed from modernity yet connected by the
strange allure of the mountain landscape, and a story of inspiring passion against all odds.

This title is part of our LEGENDS AND LORE series. Click here > to learn more.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish
Climbing (Legends and Lore) to read.

Mark Cabrera:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Freedom Climbers: The
Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Roger Johnson:

This Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) is brand new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends and Lore) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Daniel Kirk:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish
Climbing (Legends and Lore) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Freedom Climbers: The Golden Age of Polish Climbing (Legends
and Lore) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're



doing of their time.
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