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A lively and lyrical account of one woman’s unlikely apprenticeship on a national-park trail crew and
what she discovers about nature, gender, and the value of hard work
 
Christine Byl first encountered the national parks the way most of us do: on vacation. But after she graduated
from college, broke and ready for a new challenge, she joined a Glacier National Park trail crew as a
seasonal “traildog” maintaining mountain trails for the millions of visitors Glacier draws every year. Byl first
thought of the job as a paycheck, a summer diversion, a welcome break from “the real world” before going
on to graduate school. She came to find out that work in the woods on a trail crew was more demanding,
more rewarding—more real—than she ever imagined.
 
During her first season, Byl embraces the backbreaking difficulty of the work, learning how to clear trees,
move boulders, and build stairs in the backcountry. Her first mentors are the colorful characters with whom
she works—the packers, sawyers, and traildogs from all walks of life—along with the tools in her hands:
axe, shovel, chainsaw, rock bar. As she invests herself deeply in new work, the mountains, rivers, animals,
and weather become teachers as well. While Byl expected that her tenure at the parks would be temporary,
she ends up turning this summer gig into a decades-long job, moving from Montana to Alaska, breaking
expectations—including her own—that she would follow a “professional” career path.
 
Returning season after season, she eventually leads her own crews, mentoring other trail dogs along the way.
In Dirt Work, Byl probes common assumptions about the division between mental and physical labor,
“women’s work” and “men’s work,” white collars and blue collars. The supposedly simple work of digging
holes, dropping trees, and blasting snowdrifts in fact offers her an education of the hands and the head, as
well as membership in an utterly unique subculture. Dirt Work is a contemplative but unsentimental look at
the pleasures of labor, the challenges of apprenticeship, and the way a place becomes a home.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods as the daily
resource information.

Gary Morrell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dan Fry:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods was colourful and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Philip Mejia:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods when you required it?
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