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Anthony Grafton is erudite and elegant in the style of the best historical writers who make the past come
alive for the reader. In a full-scale presentation of the world of scholarship, from the Renaissance to the
modern period, Grafton sets before us in three-dimensional detail such seminal figures as Poliziano, Scaliger,
Kepler, and Wolf. He calls attention to continuities, moments of crisis, and changes in direction.

The central issue in Defenders of the Text is the relation between humanism and science from the mid-
fifteenth century to the beginning of the modern period. Treatments of Renaissance humanism in English
have emphasized the humanists' commitment to rhetoric, ethics, and politics and have accused the humanists
of concentrating on literary matters in preference to investigating the real world via new developments in
science, philosophy, and other technical disciplines. This revisionist book demonstrates that humanism was
neither a simple nor an impractical enterprise, but worked hand-in-hand with science in developing modern
learning.

Anthony Grafton makes clear that humanism remained an integral and vital part of European culture until the
eighteenth century, maintaining a technical component of its own--classical philology--which developed in
as rich, varied, and unexpected a way as any other field of European thought. Attention to the text led the
humanists to develop a whole range of cools and methods that lent power to science and learning for
centuries to come. Grafton shows the continued capacity of classical texts to provoke innovative work in
both philology and philosophy, and traces a number of close and important connections between humanism
and natural science. His book will be important to intellectual historians, students of the classics and the
classical tradition, and historians of early modern science.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Mosley:

Here thing why this Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Defenders of the Text: The Traditions
of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of
Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an
Age of Science, 1450-1800 in e-book can be your alternate.

Linda Guyette:

Often the book Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 will
bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Defenders
of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Larry Devries:

The book Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Ralph Smith:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of
Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholarship in an Age of Science, 1450-1800 has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading which.
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