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This innovative textbook at long last provides an Old Testament survey for undergraduate students that goes
beyond basic content. The book attempts to balance the literary, historical, and theological issues pertaining
to each individual book and to the Old Testament as a whole. The main portion of the survey treats each
book of the Old Testament in the order of the English canon. This information does not simply rehash the
biblical material, but assumes that the Scriptures are being read alongside the survey. The book focuses its
primary attention on the purpose and message of each book and attempts to show how the literary structure
of each one has been used to accomplish the author's purpose. The survey also introduces readers to the
issues of hermeneutics (general and special), history (Israelite and Near Eastern), archaeology, canon,
geography, Old Testament theology (biblical and systematic), and critical methodologies. All these issues are
dealt with in separate chapters at a basic introductory level that never allows the reader to lose sight, as it
were, of the forest while wandering through the trees. In addressing critical issues of date and authorship, the
survey avoids a polemical stance. Hill and Watson seek to depend on the evidence of the text rather than on
presuppositions to substantiate their views. Their commitment to the authority of the biblical text results in a
book that, while notably evangelical, is not always traditional. The authors approach the survey mindful of
two complicating factors in Old Testament study. First, God's revelation did not come by way of the English
language or through Western culture, and therefore we today have to work carefully to receive the message
clearly. Second, even when we are listening, we have a tendency to be selective about what we hear or to try
to make the message conform to our ideas. The solution is to allow the Bible to speak for itself. The
informed reader will find much innovation here and a keen awareness of current scholarship relating to the
Old Testament. Above all, this textbook will bring a new vigor and excitement to the Old Testament as
readers learn to discover its story for themselves and see how to understand it as a substantial part of God's
self-revelation to humankind. This survey is well illustrated with maps, charts, and photographs. Additional
features are the questions for study and the annotated reading list at the end of each chapter.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Howell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Survey of the Old Testament is kind
of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Emily Sandlin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Survey of the Old Testament as the daily resource
information.

Mitchell Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is A Survey of the Old Testament.

Joseph Mattos:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The A Survey of the Old Testament provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.
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