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This is a guide to the Hebrew Bible unlike any other. Leading us chapter by chapter through its most
important stories--from the Creation and the Tree of Knowledge through the Exodus from Egypt and the
journey to the Promised Land--James Kugel shows how a group of anonymous, ancient interpreters radically
transformed the Bible and made it into the book that has come down to us today.

Was the snake in the Garden of Eden the devil, or the Garden itself "paradise"? Did Abraham discover
monotheism, and was his son Isaac a willing martyr? Not until the ancient interpreters set to work. Poring
over every little detail in the Bible's stories, prophecies, and laws, they let their own theological and
imaginative inclinations radically transform the Bible's very nature. Their sometimes surprising
interpretations soon became the generally accepted meaning. These interpretations, and not the mere words
of the text, became the Bible in the time of Jesus and Paul or the rabbis of the Talmud.

Drawing on such sources as the Dead Sea Scrolls, ancient Jewish apocrypha, Hellenistic writings, long-lost
retellings of Bible stories, and prayers and sermons of the early church and synagogue, Kugel reconstructs
the theory and methods of interpretation at the time when the Bible was becoming the bedrock of Judaism
and Christianity. Here, for the first time, we can witness all the major transformations of the text and recreate
the development of the Bible "As It Was" at the start of the Common era--the Bible as we know it.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

This The Bible As It Was are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Bible As It Was can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Bible As It Was giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Keri Yokum:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the reserve untitled The Bible As It Was can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dennis Taylor:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Bible As It Was this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Carol Anthony:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is The Bible As It Was. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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