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In August 1981, the Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization (PATCO) called an illegal strike. The
new president, Ronald Reagan, fired the strikers, establishing a reputation for both decisiveness and hostility
to organized labor. As Joseph A. McCartin writes, the strike was the culmination of two decades of
escalating conflict between controllers and the government that stemmed from the high-pressure nature of
the job and the controllers' inability to negotiate with their employer over vital issues. PATCO's fall not only
ushered in a long period of labor decline; it also served as a harbinger of the campaign against public sector
unions that now roils American politics.

Now available in paperback, Collision Course sets the strike within a vivid panorama of the rise of the
world's busiest air-traffic control system. It begins with an arresting account of the 1960 midair collision
over New York that cost 134 lives and exposed the weaknesses of an overburdened system. Through the
stories of controllers like Mike Rock and Jack Maher, who were galvanized into action by that disaster and
went on to found PATCO, it describes the efforts of those who sought to make the airways safer and fought
to win a secure place in the American middle class. It climaxes with the story of Reagan and the controllers,
who surprisingly endorsed the Republican on the promise that he would address their grievances. That brief,
fateful alliance triggered devastating miscalculations that changed America, forging patterns that still govern
the nation's labor politics.

Written with an eye for detail and a grasp of the vast consequences of the PATCO conflict for both air travel
and America's working class, Collision Course is a stunning achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

The book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed
America give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic
Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like available and read a e-book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike
that Changed America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ross Adams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that
Changed America can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.

Alan Sarno:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed
America this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Deborah Fishman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic
Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike
that Changed America has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of



book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.
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