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In this captivating memoir, novelist Anne Roiphe shows us what it was really like to grow up rich and
Jewish in New York in the 1940s and 1950s. Revisiting the world of her childhood, Roiphe brings alive a
cast of characters who are both difficult to love and impossible to forget. Through the eyes of this
precocious, loving daughter, we witness the brutalities that lurked behind the mah-jongg tables, cocktail
parties, and summer houses of her family. By turns heartbreaking, funny, and mercilessly honest, Roiphe's
story exposes the fault lines of misery that exploded in domestic battles on the home front, far
overshadowing the war overseas.
The locus of the story is 1185 Park Avenue. It is one of the buildings on the northern end of the avenue --
just before the train tracks mark the beginning of Harlem -- that wealthy Jewish families claimed as their
own in the first half of the 20th century. Amidst the maids and the governesses and the doormen and the
psychiatrists live the members of the Roth family, in Apartment 8C. They include an unfaithful father who
uses his wife's fortune to entertain other women and play cards at his club; a misfit son who won't eat his
food because he believes his parents are trying to poison him; a disappointed mother who waits all day for
her five o'clock scotch and her crossword puzzle; and an eager daughter who tries to negotiate peace at the
dinner table. Bound by custom and greed, as well as love, they stay together until their world at 1185 Park
has done its damage. Only the daughter escapes whole -- to become the writer we now know as Anne
Roiphe.
1185 Park Avenue is both a history of an era and a portrait of the artist as a young woman. Roiphe makes it
impossible for us to view the 1940s and 1950s with unabashed nostalgia or to think the same way about the
people who were crushed by its lies and deceptions. Her redemption, though bittersweet, stands as a haunting
triumph long after we have turned the last page of her compelling story.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed 1185 Park
Avenue: A Memoir? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Thomas Palmer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular 1185 Park Avenue:
A Memoir book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Catherine Branch:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled 1185 Park Avenue: A Memoir
can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mildred Bostwick:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but in addition novel and 1185 Park Avenue: A Memoir or perhaps others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes 1185 Park Avenue: A
Memoir to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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