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From the very beginning of its association with NASA in 1958, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory UPL) received
its fair share of public recognition for its successes and failures in pursuing the exploration of deep space. It
started with the Explorers, the first American satellites to orbit Earth. Later there came the Rangers, the first
spacecraft to reach the surface of the Moon; the Mariner spacecraft, first to visit Venus and Mars; and the
Voyagers that pushed the boundaries of deep space communication further out to Jupiter and Saturn, and
eventually to Uranus and Neptune. There were other spacecraft that put landers, probes, or orbiters into
planetary orbits or atmospheres, or onto planetary surfaces. There were probes whose mission was to explore
the composition and dynamics of the interplanetary medium, and probes to observe the physics of the Sun.
There were the huge missions, such as Viking to Mars, Galileo to Jupiter, and Cassini to Saturn, and there
were small missions like Pathfinder to Mars and the New Millennium missions to asteroids and comets.
There was also science that did not require a spacecraft for its experiments such as radio astronomy, radar
astronomy, and the search for extraterrestrial intelligence. The public accolades that were engendered by the
bountiful science returned from all of these NASA projects were shared by NASA and the scientists whose
exquisite instruments and innovative interpretation of the data produced the new knowledge reflected in their
results. However, what the press conferences, news releases, and media coverage did not reveal was the
incredibly complex infrastructure that made each of these marvelous deep space missions possible. This
infrastructure, which had been built over the years at JPL, included the Deep Space Network (DSN), an
essential, integral part of every mission. There was, in effect, a relationship between the planetary missions,
the spacecraft that carried them out, and the Deep Space Network that enabled such missions to be planned
in the first place. Without the remarkable improvement in performance of the DSN, scientific missions to the
distant planets would have been impossible. In 1964, when Mariner IV flew past Mars and took a few
photographs, the limitation of the communication link meant that it took eight hours to return to Earth a
single photograph from the Red Planet. By 1989, when Voyager observed Neptune, the DSN capability had
increased so much that almost real-time video could be received from the much more distant planet,
Neptune. It is timely that, some 40 years after its inception, the Deep Space Network should be recognized
for its remarkable litany of progress in radio communications over vast distances, thereby allowing planetary
scientists to collect data from sites throughout the solar system. This book succeeds in bringing the history of
the DSN forward for the attention of curious, generally informed, or technical specialist readers. Uplink-
Downlink transforms the technical records of a major NASA facility, unique in the world, into a viable
historical narrative covering 40 years of its critical involvement in the United States space program. The
Deep Space Network emerges from this study not only as a complex, human-machine system of worldwide
dimensions, but also, more convincingly, as a focus for the aspirations of the NASA scientists for ever-
bigger science, and of the JPL engineers for ever-greater innovation and enterprise in navigating to distant
targets and communicating at ever-greater data-rates, in spite of the fluctuations in available NASA funding
for both, driven in some measure by the conflicting priorities of the piloted versus unpiloted programs within
NASA itself.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Uplink-Downlink: A History of the Deep Space Network,
1957-1997 (The NASA History Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Madelyn McDowell:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Uplink-Downlink: A History of the
Deep Space Network, 1957-1997 (The NASA History Series) book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Charlene Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Uplink-Downlink: A
History of the Deep Space Network, 1957-1997 (The NASA History Series) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Uplink-Downlink: A History of the
Deep Space Network, 1957-1997 (The NASA History Series)is the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jason Young:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Uplink-Downlink: A History of the Deep Space Network, 1957-
1997 (The NASA History Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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