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From roots to canopy, a lush, verdant history of the making of California.

California now has more trees than at any time since the late Pleistocene. This green landscape, however, is
not the work of nature. It’s the work of history. In the years after the Gold Rush, American settlers remade
the California landscape, harnessing nature to their vision of the good life. Horticulturists, boosters, and civic
reformers began to "improve" the bare, brown countryside, planting millions of trees to create groves,
wooded suburbs, and landscaped cities. They imported the blue-green eucalypts whose tangy fragrance was
thought to cure malaria. They built the lucrative "Orange Empire" on the sweet juice and thick skin of the
Washington navel, an industrial fruit. They lined their streets with graceful palms to announce that they were
not in the Midwest anymore.

To the north the majestic coastal redwoods inspired awe and invited exploitation. A resource in the state, the
durable heartwood of these timeless giants became infrastructure, transformed by the saw teeth of American
enterprise. By 1900 timber firms owned the entire redwood forest; by 1950 they had clear-cut almost all of
the old-growth trees.

In time California’s new landscape proved to be no paradise: the eucalypts in the Berkeley hills exploded in
fire; the orange groves near Riverside froze on cold nights; Los Angeles’s palms harbored rats and dropped
heavy fronds on the streets below. Disease, infestation, and development all spelled decline for these
nonnative evergreens. In the north, however, a new forest of second-growth redwood took root, nurtured by
protective laws and sustainable harvesting. Today there are more California redwoods than there were a
century ago.

Rich in character and story, Trees in Paradise is a dazzling narrative that offers an insightful, new
perspective on the history of the Golden State and the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Trees in Paradise: A California History will make you to
be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Sarah Tomczak:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Trees in Paradise: A California History.

Albert Matthews:

Why? Because this Trees in Paradise: A California History is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Chad Davis:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Trees in Paradise: A California History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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