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The ghost towns of Southern California-some dramatic and nearly intact, others devastated-are well worth
visiting. Most are remnants of once-colorful mining towns, though there are also railroad towns, a World
War II relocation center, a promoter's swindle, and a failed socialist colony. Some excellent attractions
remain. One of the best-preserved stamp mills in the West is in Skidoo. Smelters, homes, stores, and the
remarkable wooden American Hotel can be found in Cerro Gordo, which the author calls "California's best
true ghost town."

Seasoned back-roads traveler Philip Varney, who has visited nearly a hundred ghost towns in the area,
provides a down-to-earth and helpful guide to more than sixty of the best in Southern California and nearby
Inyo and Kern counties. He defines a ghost town as a town with a population markedly decreased from its
peak, one whose initial reason for settlement no longer keeps people there. It can be completely deserted,
have a resident or two, or retain genuine signs of vitality, but Varney has eliminated those towns he
considers either too populated or too empty of significant remains.

The sites are grouped in four chapters in Inyo County, Death Valley, the Mojave Desert and Kern River, and
the regions surrounding Los Angeles and San Diego. Each chapter provides a map of the region, a ranking of
sites as "major," "secondary," and "minor," information on road conditions, trip suggestions, and tips on the
use of particular topographic maps for readers interested in more detailed exploration. Each entry includes
directions to a town, a brief history of that town, and notes on its special points of interest. Current
photographs provide a valuable record of the sometimes fragile sites.

Southern California's Best Ghost Towns will be welcomed both by those who enjoy traveling off the beaten
path and by those who enjoy the history of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Miller:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Southern California's Best Ghost
Towns: A Practical Guide will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Denise Wallis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Southern
California's Best Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Juan Jensen:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be study. Southern California's Best Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide can be your answer since it can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Barbara Wheat:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Southern California's Best
Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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