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In the very last paragraph of Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the title character gloomily
reckons that it’s time “to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest.” Tom Sawyer’s Aunt Sally is trying to
“sivilize” him, and Huck Finn can’t stand it—he’s been there before.

It’s a decision Huck’s creator already had made, albeit for somewhat different reasons, a quarter of a century
earlier. He wasn’t even Mark Twain then, but as Huck might have said, “That ain’t no matter.” With the
Civil War spreading across his native Missouri, twenty-five-year-old Samuel Clemens, suddenly out of work
as a Mississippi riverboat pilot, gladly accepted his brother Orion’s offer to join him in Nevada Territory, far
from the crimsoned battlefields of war.

A rollicking, hilarious stagecoach journey across the Great Plains and over the Rocky Mountains was just the
beginning of a nearly six-year-long odyssey that took Samuel Clemens from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Hawaii,
with lengthy stopovers in Virginia City, Nevada, and San Francisco. By the time it was over, he would find
himself reborn as Mark Twain, America’s best-loved, most influential writer. The “trouble,” as he famously
promised, had begun.

With a pitch-perfect blend of appreciative humor and critical authority, acclaimed literary biographer Roy
Morris, Jr., sheds new light on this crucial but still largely unexamined period in Mark Twain’s life. Morris
carefully sorts fact from fiction—never an easy task when dealing with Twain—to tell the story of a young
genius finding his voice in the ramshackle mining camps, boomtowns, and newspaper offices of the wild and
woolly West, while the Civil War rages half a continent away.

With the frequent help of Twain’s own words, Morris follows his subject on a winding journey of
selfdiscovery filled with high adventure and low comedy, as Clemens/Twain dodges Indians and gunfighters,
receives marriage advice from Brigham Young, burns down a mountain with a frying pan, gets claim-jumped
by rival miners, narrowly avoids fighting a duel, hikes across the floor of an active volcano, becomes one of
the first white men to try the ancient Hawaiian sport of surfing, and writes his first great literary success,
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County.”

Lighting Out for the Territory is a fascinating, even inspiring, account of how an unemployed riverboat pilot,
would-be Confederate guerrilla, failed prospector, neophyte newspaper reporter, and parttime San Francisco
aesthete reinvented himself as America’s most famous and beloved writer. It’s a good story, and mostly
true—with some stretchers thrown in for good measure.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Shaw:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Lighting Out for the Territory:
How Samuel Clemens Headed West and Became Mark Twain (Simon & Schuster America Collection) book
as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Daniel Slater:

This Lighting Out for the Territory: How Samuel Clemens Headed West and Became Mark Twain (Simon &
Schuster America Collection) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Lighting Out for the Territory: How Samuel Clemens Headed West and Became Mark
Twain (Simon & Schuster America Collection) can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Lighting Out for the Territory: How Samuel Clemens
Headed West and Became Mark Twain (Simon & Schuster America Collection) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Ricky Bodkin:

Exactly why? Because this Lighting Out for the Territory: How Samuel Clemens Headed West and Became
Mark Twain (Simon & Schuster America Collection) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rod Reese:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lighting Out for the Territory: How
Samuel Clemens Headed West and Became Mark Twain (Simon & Schuster America Collection) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by



reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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