
Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the
Environment (Critical Issues in Health and

Medicine)
Marianne Sullivan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00HWL3LKQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00HWL3LKQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00HWL3LKQ


Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment
(Critical Issues in Health and Medicine)

Marianne Sullivan

Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine)
Marianne Sullivan

Smelting is an industrial process involving the extraction of metal from ore. During this process, impurities

in ore—including arsenic, lead, and cadmium—may be released from smoke stacks, contaminating air,

water, and soil with toxic-heavy metals.

The problem of public health harm from smelter emissions received little official attention for much for the

twentieth century. Though people living near smelters periodically complained that their health was impaired

by both sulfur dioxide and heavy metals, for much of the century there was strong deference to industry

claims that smelter operations were a nuisance and not a serious threat to health. It was only when the

majority of children living near the El Paso, Texas, smelter were discovered to be lead-exposed in the early

1970s that systematic, independent investigation of exposure to heavy metals in smelting communities

began. Following El Paso, an even more serious led poisoning epidemic was discovered around the Bunker

Hill smelter in northern Idaho. In Tacoma, Washington, a copper smelter exposed children to arsenic—a

carcinogenic threat.

Thoroughly grounded in extensive archival research, Tainted Earth traces the rise of public health concerns

about nonferrous smelting in the western United States, focusing on three major facilities: Tacoma,

Washington; El Paso, Texas; and Bunker Hill, Idaho. Marianne Sullivan documents the response from

community residents, public health scientists, the industry, and the government to pollution from smelters as

well as the long road to protecting public health and the environment. Placing the environmental and public

health aspects of smelting in historical context, the book connects local incidents to national stories on the

regulation of airborne toxic metals.

The nonferrous smelting industry has left a toxic legacy in the United States and around the world. Unless

these toxic metals are cleaned up, they will persist in the environment and may sicken people—children in

particular—for generations to come. The twentieth-century struggle to control smelter pollution shares many

similarities with public health battles with such industries as tobacco and asbestos where industry supported

science created doubt about harm, and reluctant government regulators did not take decisive action to protect

the public’s health.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the
Environment (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) was making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Tainted Earth: Smelters,
Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) is not only giving you far more
new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the
Environment (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine). You never feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Juan McCain:

Here thing why this specific Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in
Health and Medicine) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Tainted Earth:
Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health
and Medicine) in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Garrett:

You can obtain this Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health
and Medicine) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Brooke Fisher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this



modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Tainted Earth: Smelters, Public Health, and the Environment (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) when you necessary it?
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