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In the post-Cold War era, why has democratization been slow to arrive in the Arab world? This book argues
that to understand support for the authoritarian status quo in parts of this region--and the willingness of its
citizens to compromise on core democratic principles--one must factor in how a strong U.S. presence and
popular anti-Americanism weakens democratic voices. Examining such countries as Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco, Palestine, and Saudi Arabia, Amaney Jamal explores how Arab citizens decide whether to back
existing regimes, regime transitions, and democratization projects, and how the global position of Arab states
shapes people's attitudes toward their governments.

While the Cold War's end reduced superpower hegemony in much of the developing world, the Arab region
witnessed an increased security and economic dependence on the United States. As a result, the preferences
of the United States matter greatly to middle-class Arab citizens, not just the elite, and citizens will restrain
their pursuit of democratization, rationalizing their backing for the status quo because of U.S. geostrategic
priorities. Demonstrating how the preferences of an international patron serve as a constraint or an
opportunity to push for democracy, Jamal questions bottom-up approaches to democratization, which assume
that states are autonomous units in the world order. Jamal contends that even now, with the overthrow of
some autocratic Arab regimes, the future course of Arab democratization will be influenced by the
perception of American reactions. Concurrently, the United States must address the troubling sources of the
region's rising anti-Americanism.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

The ability that you get from Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All?
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or
No Democracy at All? giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Of Empires and
Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? instantly.

Walter Reeves:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? can be
your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Ann Potter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Of Empires
and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? will give you new experience in studying
a book.

Travis Smith:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All?. You can more attractive than
now.
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