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In Hollywood Left and Right, Steven J. Ross tells a story that has escaped public attention: the emergence of
Hollywood as a vital center of political life and the important role that movie stars have played in shaping the
course of American politics.

Ever since the film industry relocated to Hollywood early in the twentieth century, it has had an outsized
influence on American politics. Through compelling larger-than-life figures in American cinema--Charlie
Chaplin, Louis B. Mayer, Edward G. Robinson, George Murphy, Ronald Reagan, Harry Belafonte, Jane
Fonda, Charlton Heston, Warren Beatty, and Arnold Schwarzenegger--Hollywood Left and Right reveals
how the film industry's engagement in politics has been longer, deeper, and more varied than most people
would imagine. As shown in alternating chapters, the Left and the Right each gained ascendancy in
Tinseltown at different times. From Chaplin, whose movies almost always displayed his leftist convictions,
to Schwarzenegger's nearly seamless transition from action blockbusters to the California governor's
mansion, Steven J. Ross traces the intersection of Hollywood and political activism from the early twentieth
century to the present.

Hollywood Left and Right challenges the commonly held belief that Hollywood has always been a bastion of
liberalism. The real story, as Ross shows in this passionate and entertaining work, is far more complicated.
First, Hollywood has a longer history of conservatism than liberalism. Second, and most surprising, while the
Hollywood Left was usually more vocal and visible, the Right had a greater impact on American political
life, capturing a senate seat (Murphy), a governorship (Schwarzenegger), and the ultimate achievement, the
Presidency (Reagan).
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Hollywood Left and Right: How
Movie Stars Shaped American Politics is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robin Norfleet:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Griselda Gonzalez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Hollywood Left and Right: How
Movie Stars Shaped American Politics, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Merle Poteet:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars
Shaped American Politics to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped
American Politics can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of the time.
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