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A two-week canoe trip down the Hudson offers an opportunity to reflect on America’s past, present, and
uncertain future.

This candid account of the author’s two-week canoe trip down the Hudson River offers an introspective and
humorous look at both the river and Recession-Era America. New to fatherhood and fresh from ten years in
an Alaskan village, Mike Freeman sets out to relearn his country, and realizes it’s in a far greater midlife
crisis than he could ever be. With an eye on the Hudson’s past, he addresses America’s present
anxieties—from race, gender, and marriage to energy, labor, and warfare—with empathy and honesty,
acknowledging the difficulties surrounding each issue without succumbing to pessimism or ideology.

From the river’s headwaters in the Adirondacks, Freeman follows the Hudson south through America’s first
industrial ghost towns, where ruin begs for rebirth. Next is the Hudson Valley and the river’s 153-mile
estuary, with its once-teeming fisheries. Here, agriculture is redefining itself, while at West Point, officer
candidates train for America’s murky modern wars. The Hudson Highlands, too, are prominent, the place
where Americans first wed God to nature, and where the mountains remain a potent place to mull that bond.
From there it’s on to Manhattan, with its skyline that symbolizes the world’s financial might as well as its
startling fragility.

As controversial as it is comforting, Freeman’s narrative makes us think in hard ways about America as the
country itself drifts toward an uncertain future. But throughout, of course, is the magnificent Hudson, whose
resilient beauty speaks well both to nature’s toughness and America’s greatest strength—the ability to
redirect and change course when necessary.

Mike Freeman is a freelance writer and editor. From 1998 to 2008 he was a fisheries assistant at the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, and has canoed thousands of miles in southeast Alaska. His essays have
appeared in the Massachusetts Review; South Dakota Review; the LBJ: Avian Life, Literary Arts;
Connecticut Review; and Gray’s Sporting Journal. He lives in Newport, Rhode Island.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions). Try to make
book Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Augusta Wilson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson
(Excelsior Editions). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Essie Ryan:

The book untitled Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) is the reserve that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Gregory Medina:

This Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten
or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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