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Every day stories from American history that are not true are repeated in museums and classrooms across the
country. Some are outright fabrications; others contain a kernel of truth that has been embellished over the
years. Collaborating with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mary Miley Theobald has uncovered the
truth behind many widely repeated myth-understandings in our history in Death by Petticoat including:

* Hat makers really were driven mad. They were poisoned by the mercury used in making hats from furs.
Their symptoms included hallucinations, tremors, and twitching, which looked like insanity to people of the
17th and 18th centuries--and the phrase "mad as a hatter" came about.

* The idea that portrait painters gave discounts if their subjects posed with one hand inside the vest (so they
didn't have to paint fingers and leading to the saying that something "costs an arm and a leg") is strictly
myth. It isn't likely that Napoleon, King George III, or George Washington were concerned about getting a
discount from their portrait painters.

Pregnant women secluded themselves indoors, uneven stairs were made to trip up burglars, people bathed
once a year, women had tiny waists, apprenticeships lasted seven years--Death by Petticoat reveals the truth
about these hysterical historical myth-understandings.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

The book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Death by Petticoat: American
History Myths Debunked? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Death by
Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lila Johnson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Death
by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Paul Andrews:

Beside this kind of Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Robert Russell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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