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Dead Woman Pickney chronicles life stories of growing up in Jamaica from 1943 to 1965 and contains both
personal experience and history, told with stridency and humour. The author’s coming of age parallels the
political stages of Jamaica’s moving from the richest Crown colony of Great Britain to an independent nation
within the British Commonwealth of Nations.

Taking up the haunting memories of childhood, along with her astonishment at persistent racial
marginalization, both locally and globally, the author sets out to construct a narrative that at once explains
her own origins in the former slave society of Jamaica and traces the outsider status of Africa and its peoples.
The author’s quest to understand the absence of her mother and her mother’s people from her life is at the
heart of this narrative. The title, Dead Woman Pickney, is in Jamaican patois, and its meaning unfolds
throughout the narrative. It begins with the author’s childhood question of what a mother is, followed by the
realization of the vulnerability of a child without its mother’s protection. The term “pickney” was the name
for slave children on sugar plantations, and post-emancipation the term was retained for the descendants of
enslaved Africans and the children of black women fathered by slavers. The author struggles through her life
to discover the identity of her mother in the face of silence from her father’s brutal family.

A wonderful resource for teachers of history, social studies, cultural studies, and literature, this work could
be used as a starting point to discuss issues of diasporic identities, colonialism, racism, impact of slavery, and
Western imperialism around the world. It is also an engaging read for those interested in memoir and life
writing.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Dead Woman Pickney: A
Memoir of Childhood in Jamaica (Life Writing) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Rose Nguyen:

The book Dead Woman Pickney: A Memoir of Childhood in Jamaica (Life Writing) has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Patrick Cartwright:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Dead Woman Pickney: A Memoir of Childhood in Jamaica (Life Writing).

Philip Edwards:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Dead Woman Pickney: A Memoir of Childhood in Jamaica (Life
Writing) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life at this time book Dead Woman Pickney: A Memoir of Childhood in Jamaica (Life Writing). You
can more pleasing than now.
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