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What happens when vote buying becomes a means of social policy? Although one could cynically ask this
question just as easily about the United States’s mature democracy, Diego Abente Brun and Larry Diamond
ask this question about democracies in the developing world through an assessment of political clientelism,
or what is commonly known as patronage.

Studies of political clientelism, whether deployed through traditional vote-buying techniques or through the
politicized use of social spending, were a priority in the 1970s, when democratization efforts around the
world flourished. With the rise of the Washington Consensus and neoliberal economic policies during the
late-1980s, clientelism studies were moved to the back of the scholarly agenda.

Abente Brun and Diamond invited some of the best social scientists in the field to systematically explore
how political clientelism works and evolves in the context of modern developing democracies, with
particular reference to social policies aimed at reducing poverty.

Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy is balanced between a section devoted to
understanding clientelism’s infamous effects and history in Latin America and a section that draws out
implications for other regions, specifically Africa, Southeast Asia, and Eastern and Central Europe. These
rich and instructive case studies glean larger comparative lessons that can help scholars understand how
countries regulate the natural sociological reflex toward clientelistic ties in their quest to build that most
elusive of all political structures—a fair, efficient, and accountable state based on impersonal criteria and the
rule of law.

In an era when democracy is increasingly snagged on the age-old practice of patronage, students and scholars
of political science, comparative politics, democratization, and international development and economics
will be interested in this assessment, which calls for the study of better, more efficient, and just governance.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

The book Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Dorothy Delarosa:

The reason? Because this Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Donald Sigman:

This Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy is great guide for you because the content that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of Democracy in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Katrina Scofield:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Clientelism, Social Policy, and the Quality of
Democracy can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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