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Lying appears to be ubiquitous, what Franz Kafka called "a universal principle’; yet, despite a number of
recent books on the subject, it has been given comparatively little genuinely systematic attention by
philosophers, social scientists, or even literary theorists. In The Habit of Lying John Vignaux Smyth
examines three forms of falsification—Iying, concealment, and fiction—and makes a strong critique of
traditional approaches to each of them, and, above al, to the relations among them.

With recourse to Rene Girard, Paul de Man, Theodor Adorno, Leo Strauss, and other theoreticians not
usually considered together, Smyth arrives at some surprising conclusions about the connections between
lying, mimesis, sacrifice, ssadomasochism, and the sacred, among other central subjects. Arguing that the
relation between lying and truthtelling has been characterized in the West by sharply sacrificial features, he
begins with a critique of the philosophies of lying espoused by Kant and Sissela Bok, then concludes that the
problem of truth and lies leads to the further problem of the relation between law and arbitrariness as well as
to the relation between rationality and unanimity. Constructively criticizing the work of such philosophers as
Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Richard Rorty, and Nelson Goodman, Smyth shows how these
problems occur comparably in fiction theory and how Paul de Man’s definition of fiction as arbitrariness
finds confirmation in analytic philosophy. Through the novels of Defoe, Stendhal, and Beckett—with topics
ranging from Defoe’ s treatment of lies, fiction, and obscenity to Beckett’ s treatment of the anus and the
sacred—Smyth demonstrates how these texts generalize the issues of mendacity, concealment, and sacrificial
arbitrariness in Girard’ s sense to almost every aspect of experience, fiction theory, and cultura life. The final
section of the book, taking its cue from Shakespeare, elaborates a sacrificial view of the history of fashion
and dress concealment.
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From reader reviews:
Juan Harrdl:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Habit of
Lying: Sacrificial Studiesin Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory? Maybe it isfor being best activity
for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ruben Hardy:

This The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studiesin Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory arereliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Habit of Lying:
Sacrificial Studiesin Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory can be among the great books you must
haveisusually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Habit of Lying:
Sacrificial Studiesin Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Clarissa Holland:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually you
have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studiesin Literature,
Philosophy, and Fashion Theory, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

TravisMahon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and also book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your abject. One of them are these claims The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial
Studiesin Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory.
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