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In its day, spiritualism brought hundreds of thousands of Americans to s?ance tables and trance lectures. It
has alternately been ridiculed as the apogee of fatuous credulity and hailed as a feminist movement. Its tricks
have been exposed, its charlatans unmasked, and its heroes' names lost to posterity. In its day, however, its
leaders were household names and politicians worried about capturing the Spiritualist vote. Cathy Gutierrez
places Spiritualism in the context of the 19th-century American Renaissance. Although this epithet usually
signifies the sudden blossoming of American letters, Gutierrez points to its original meaning: a cultural
imagination enraptured with the past and the classics in particular, accompanied by a cultural efflorescence.
Spiritualism, she contends, was the religious articulation of the American Renaissance, and the ramifications
of looking backward for advice about the present were far-reaching. The Spiritualist movement, says
Gutierrez, was a 'renaissance of the Renaissance,' a culture in love with history as much as it trumpeted
progress and futurity, and an expression of what constituted religious hope among burgeoning technology
and colonialism. Rejecting Christian ideas about salvation, Spiritualists embraced Platonic and Neoplatonic
ideas. Humans were shot through with the divine, rather than seen as helpless and inexorably corrupt sinners
in the hands of a transcendent, angry God. Gutierrez's study of this fascinating and important movement is
organized thematically. She analyzes Spiritualist conceptions of memory, marriage, medicine, and minds,
explores such phenomena as machines for contacting the dead, spirit-photography, the idea of eternal
spiritual affinity (which implied the necessity for marriage reform), the connection between health and
spirituality, and mesmerism.
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From reader reviews:

Pete Dominguez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Plato's Ghost: Spiritualism in the American Renaissance
(AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Plato's Ghost:
Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Plato's Ghost:
Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Josue Denson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Plato's Ghost: Spiritualism in the
American Renaissance (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can be great book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Plato's Ghost: Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR
Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion).

Robert Maas:

Plato's Ghost: Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of
Religion) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy



arrangement in writing Plato's Ghost: Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Reflection and
Theory in the Study of Religion) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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