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In September 1879, James McNeill Whistler boarded the Venice-bound night train in Paris. He was forty-
five years old and bankrupt. What was to be a three-month stay in the Italian city—long enough to complete
a set of twelve etchings—stretched to fourteen months. When Whistler returned to London, he brought back
over fifty magnificent etchings and a hundred pastels, far in excess of the original commission. In Palaces in
the Night, Margaret F. MacDonald looks at this key period in Whistler's career, examining his unique vision
of Venice and his development of the medium of etching. She shows how he reestablished himself in the art
world of London and Paris, turning disaster and disgrace into profit and prestige. Lavishly illustrated with
some of the most beautiful and intriguing images Whistler ever produced, this book provides a fascinating
account of a pivotal period in the artist's long and complicated career.

Whistler's aim was to restore both his fortune and reputation with the Venetian etchings. To that end he
included views of familiar sights like the Riva degli Schiavoni and San Marco, but he also captured quiet
backwaters, secret gardens, and lantern-lit windows that did not appear in any guidebook. His selection of
views and compositions, plus the expressiveness of his line and printing, differentiated his work from that of
others, and MacDonald shows the process by which Whistler selected, shaped, and edited his Venetian
corpus. He drew figures in distinctively Italian costume, each an individual, moving, gesturing, and
interacting with other real people.

An appendix of Whistler's letters from Venice provides an entertaining account of his time there and also
deepens the reader's understanding of how the city challenged and inspired him.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

The book Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Palaces in
the Night: Whistler in Venice for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Margaret Cardwell:

The feeling that you get from Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice instantly.

Stephen Medley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice can be excellent book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Tara Winston:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.
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