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This book critically engages with the idea of decentralization as empowering cities and their residents to act
innovatively and creatively. The contributions thus highlight how the term ‘empowerment’ in the context of
decentralization regimes masks a competing array of intentions and agendas. Who and what are
‘empowered’, given a ‘voice’ and allowed to ‘participate’ via the processes and structures of decentralization
(and to what ends) are too frequently assumed in normative conversations about ‘bringing government closer
to the people’ and ‘community driven development’. Creating an illusion of a shared language and common
set of priorities therefore obscures more complex realities, particularly when there is a disconnect between
the official goals of decentralization and civil society aspirations that reinforces politics of exclusion at the
grassroots. Equally, official processes of decentralization can, and often are, accompanied by less visible
processes of ‘recentralization’ through the reassertion of central state control over putatively autonomous
jurisdictions. Through studies in six Asian countries (India, the Philippines, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Thailand
and Japan) the essays in this book examine cases whereby a range of urban actors and institutions have been
‘empowered’ via decentralization, and how this realignment of local power relations impacts upon the
dynamics of urban governance, albeit not always in socially progressive ways.

This book was published as a special issue of Space and Polity.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

The book Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up
and read a e-book Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mary Torres:

This Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt this?

Michelle Han:

This Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Austin Barnes:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Asian Cities in an Era of Decentralisation when you desired it?
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