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The American public has consistently declared itself less concerned with foreign affairs in the post-Cold War
era, even after 9/11, than at any time since World War II. How can it be, then, that public attentiveness to
U.S. foreign policy crises has increased? This book represents the first systematic attempt to explain this
apparent paradox. Matthew Baum argues that the answer lies in changes to television's presentation of
political information. In so doing he develops a compelling "byproduct" theory of information consumption.
The information revolution has fundamentally changed the way the mass media, especially television, covers
foreign policy. Traditional news has been repackaged into numerous entertainment-oriented news programs
and talk shows. By transforming political issues involving scandal or violence (especially attacks against
America) into entertainment, the "soft news" media have actually captured more viewers who will now
follow news about foreign crises, due to its entertainment value, even if they remain uninterested in foreign
policy.

Baum rigorously tests his theory through content analyses of traditional and soft news media coverage of
various post-WWII U.S. foreign crises and statistical analyses of public opinion surveys. The results hold
key implications for the future of American politics and foreign policy. For instance, watching soft news
reinforces isolationism among many inattentive Americans. Scholars, political analysts, and even politicians
have tended to ignore the soft news media and politically disengaged citizens. But, as this well-written book
cogently demonstrates, soft news viewers represent a largely untapped reservoir of unusually persuadable
voters.
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From reader reviews:

John Olive:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American
Foreign Policy in the New Media Age. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a new book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American
Foreign Policy in the New Media Age. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Clarence Kissel:

This book untitled Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media
Age to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication
from your list.

Ann Macdonald:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American
Foreign Policy in the New Media Age. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Louise Denison:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media
Age we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media
Age. You can more pleasing than now.
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