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Finalist for Best Jazz Book of the Year Award from the Jazz Journalists Association

The things that I have, I’ll give to you. This is my legacy with you, Albert. This is my last hoo-rah. So begins
the autobiography of Jonathan David Samuel Jones—or as the world better knows him, Papa Jo Jones.
Playing with Count Basie and his orchestra when they exploded out of Kansas City in 1936 and took the
world by storm, Jones went on to inspire generations of jazz drummers, but until now few have had access to
his own remarkable story.

Rifftide presents Jones’s inimitable life and opinions, as originally told by Jones to the prominent jazz
historian and novelist Albert Murray and now transcribed, arranged, and introduced by Paul Devlin. Drawn
from fourteen tapes recorded over eight years beginning in 1977, Rifftide is an impressionistic series of riffs
and tales by Jones: his life as a musician on the road in segregated America, his outstanding solo career
following his years with the Basie band, and his interactions with iconic artists and cultural figures of the
time, including Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Bill
“Bojangles” Robinson, and Satchell Paige.

A true American original and jazz luminary, Papa Jo Jones bedazzled and intrigued many with his
outrageous, volatile personality and his innovative drumming—and nowhere does his fierce intellect and
humor shine more marvelously than in his life’s telling. With a fascinating introduction and annotations by
Paul Devlin and an afterword by Phil Schaap, jazz historian and longtime friend of Jones, Rifftide reveals a
man at the forefront of both a whole new form of music and a country in the midst of incredible turmoil and
opportunity. As Jones himself puts it: Listen man, I’ve had a hell of a time . . .
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From reader reviews:

Omar Yoder:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Joycelyn Chambers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Katherin Buerger:

The book untitled Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Joshua Molina:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you personally is
Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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