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Of all the things we do and say, most will never be repeated or reproduced. Once in a while, however, an
idea or a practice generates a chain of transmission that covers more distance through space and time than
any individual person ever could. What makes such transmission chains possible? For two centuries, the
dominant view (from psychology to anthropology) was that humans owe their cultural prosperity to their
powers of imitation. In this view, modern cultures exist because the people who carry them are gifted at
remembering, storing and reproducing information. How Traditions Live and Die proposes an alternative to
this standard view. What makes traditions live is not a general-purpose imitation capacity. Cultural
transmission is partial, selective, often unfaithful. Some traditions live on in spite of this, because they tap
into widespread and basic cognitive preferences. These attractive traditions spread, not by being better
retained or more accurately transferred, but because they are transmitted over and over. This theory is used to
shed light on various puzzles of cultural change (from the distribution of bird songs to the staying power of
childrens rhymes) and to explain the special relation that links the human species to its cultures. Morin
combines recent work in cognitive anthropology with new advances in quantitative cultural history, to map
and predict the diffusion of traditions. This book is both an introduction and an accessible alternative to
contemporary theories of cultural evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

This book untitled How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Paul Birch:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this How Traditions
Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction).

Robert Carroll:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This How Traditions Live and Die
(Foundations of Human Interaction) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kimberly Gomez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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