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The Novgorod region of Russia is a sparsely populated area about the size of Ireland better known for its
medieval archaeology and folklore than for anything else. Although Novgorod began the post-Soviet period
with no unusual endowment of natural or human resources, it has attracted a large amount of foreign
investment. Its dramatic economic success and political innovation have impressed observers. Local
governments deliver benefits and services reliably, and the regional government responds quickly to citizens'
needs and demands. Something noteworthy is happening in Novgorod that does not square with familiar
headlines about contemporary Russia: oligarchs and oil, ethnic tensions and corruption.Nicolai N. Petro
attempts to explain the Novgorod phenomenon by seeking answers at the regional level. Novgorod is, he
finds, a model of effective democratic consolidation. Petro suggests that the region owes its unexpected
recent success to its political elites, who have identified key cultural symbols and used those symbols to
promote democratic development. Drawing on comparisons with other regions and countries, Petro finds that
these cultural tactics often yield better results than do Western-style institutions and educational training
programs. "Current efforts to promote democracy focus too much on structural changes and not enough on
the conditions needed to sustain them," Petro writes. "For the rule of law, free markets, and free and fair
elections to gain broad public support, they must first make sense within the local cultural tradition." The
unexpected success of regional democratic development in a country not known for its democratic traditions
suggests that local governments can transform the burden of the past into an ally of change, a finding with
implications for democratic development initiatives in other areas of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Crafting Democracy:
How Novgorod Has Coped with Rapid Social Change is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Micheal Mata:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Crafting Democracy:
How Novgorod Has Coped with Rapid Social Change, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
Among the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Crafting Democracy: How Novgorod Has
Coped with Rapid Social Change. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jennifer Powell:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Crafting Democracy: How Novgorod Has Coped with Rapid Social Change we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
that book Crafting Democracy: How Novgorod Has Coped with Rapid Social Change. You can more
desirable than now.
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